THE   PROGRESS   OF   REBUILDING
general regulations embodied in the act of Common Council of
April 29th were not officially established until that date.
Reluctance to negotiate is therefore understandable. Once the
position was made clear, that reluctance vanished. The first
agreement was made on May ist, the second a week later,
and twenty-four had been concluded by the end of i66j.1
Thereafter the figures, calculated half yearly until June 3Oth,
1673, are: J7> X33 9? IJ5 6, 4, 2, 3, i and i.a At that date
four sites were still unbuilt, and two more had been built upon
following decrees obtained by the tenants from the Fire Court.
Nearly all the tenants concerned had over forty-five years to
run when the Fire destroyed their premises and therefore
had every incentive to rebuild as soon as possible, yet they were
not outstandingly in advance of others in getting their founda-
tions set out. In Old Change, where 68 sites were paid for,
their entries are numbered 7, 13, 19, 25, 26, 29, 31, 36-8
and 42-5. In Paternoster Row they are 3, 5-7, 9, 19, 20,
35, 40-2, 51, 57-61, 66, 77 and 87, out of a total entry of
95; and in Newgate Street, I, 10, 15-18, 20, 30-2, 38-40,
42-3> 79-8o, 88-9, 94-5, 99, 110-18, 128, 134-38 and 157,
out of 159. Only in the Fenchurch Street area, where the
sites were related and ownerships few, were they noticeably
ahead of their neighbours,3
These figures suggest that the bulk of private rebuilding
was nearing completion by the end of 1670, and that the next
two years added all sites except those affected by specially
unfavourable circumstances. Other evidence supports this
1 The dates axe those on which the tenant and the committee came to an agreement.
The document embodying it was often delayed for some time and not sig-ned until
months had elapsed. For the purpose of rebuilding it was of secondary importance.
a To obtain the approximate number of pre-Fire houses covered by these agree-
ments, the first five figures should be increased by 10, i, i, 5 and a respectively, and
that for 1667 by 3. This brings them into line with the staking books, which were
concerned with old foundations and not new buildings. There may have been some
reduction in the total Bridge houses after the Fire, but comparison is made difficult by
the question of land taken for and taken in from the streets.
8 In Fenchurch Street, 2-4, 17 and 19 out of 99; in Rood Lane, i, 3, 9, ri and 13
out of 285 in Philpot Lane, 5 and 6 out of zi. It is impossible to identify all the entries
with absolute accuracy, but the picture given is correct in all essentials.
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